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uCi’s Claire trevor School of the arts is an oasis of the
arts within the sprawling 1,500-acre uCi campus. the
trevor School has proven itself to be a national leader in
training emerging artists and performers since its
establishment in 1965. blessed with acclaimed faculty
and alumni credits ranging from “Saturday night live” to
broadway musicals, uCi’s Claire trevor School of the
arts is one of the country’s best places for an arts
education. in 2000, the School was renamed in honor of
academy award-winning actress Claire trevor, who
became involved with the drama program, the School
and its students after her 1987 retirement from film.

the trevor School delivers an outstanding
developmental experience, combining exceptional artistic
training with a top-ranked liberal arts education. one of
the founding schools at uC irvine, the School has a total
enrollment of 855 students and offers eight
undergraduate and six graduate degree programs in four
departments: art, dance, drama and Music. the
department of drama has one of the top Ph.d. programs in the country, run jointly with uC
San diego. the School recently added its second minor in digital Filmmaking to accompany
its digital arts minor, which offers students across campus the opportunity to enhance their
education with the arts. degree courses include extensive studio, workshop and
performance experiences; theoretical and historical studies; and arts and technology
practices. 

the Claire trevor School of the arts provides excellent facilities to support artistic
development and after-class life. the primary exhibition and performance centers include
the Claire trevor theatre, Winifred Smith hall, experimental Media Performance lab
(xMPl), the beall Center for art + technology and the university art galleries. there are
four theaters, a concert hall, four art galleries, electronic music studios, a stage production
shop, digital arts labs, a video production studio and cutting-edge sound, costume, lighting
and scenic design studios. the trevor School is one of the only university campuses in the
area to boast a Performance Capture Studio and a fully equipped Meyer Sound lab.

the talent and creativity fostered at the trevor School find expression in an extraordinary
number of live performances, concerts, art exhibitions and special events held on campus.
Students and faculty present more than 200 shows each academic year, from
undergraduate and MFa art gallery exhibitions to uCi Symphony orchestra concerts and
broadway musicals such as this fall’s production of Parade at the irvine barclay theatre.
Students regularly participate in choirs, instrumental ensembles, drama productions, dance
performances and art exhibitions. Qualified students from other academic areas are also
eligible and encouraged to participate in many of these activities. 

Faculty members include Fulbright scholars, grammy award winners, and two herb alpert
award winners. despite the School’s academic rigor, most of its faculty are working
professionals who continue to create, produce, perform, exhibit and compose. this provides
students with insights into the real world of contemporary art, theater, music, and dance,
and a sense of career paths into these competitive fields. Students also gain exposure to
successful artists, composers, musicians, actors, dancers and other creative professionals

Reimagining Creativity for the 21st Century
UC Irvine’s Claire Trevor School of the Arts cultivates young talent and buzzes with live performances and creative opportunities

who offer master classes or serve as artists in residence.
both students and faculty participate in Creative
Connections, which brings arts education to underserved
K–12 classrooms and to local community groups. in
addition, the Summer academies in the arts provides
college and career preparatory intensives for high school
and middle school students in both art and technology.

uCi is home to the new Swan Shakespeare Festival, the
only Shakespeare festival in orange County that brings
intimate productions in a moveable, mini-elizabethan
theater to the campus each summer. the open-air, 130-
seat theater is constructed from recycled materials, with
contemporary architectural aesthetics. Students enrolled
in drama programs work alongside professional actors
and production managers to gain one-of-a-kind career
experience.

the trevor School is engaged in global research and
performance activities, and actively works with alumni to

form financial and artistic partnerships worldwide. School alumni impact the world every day
– from broadway stages and hollywood recording studios to european art galleries and
international dance companies. notable graduates include Jon lovitz, grace gealy, bob
gunton, teal Wicks, edward Patrick alva, glenn Kaino, brian thompson and Chris burden.

the four departments of the trevor School, each with a rich half-century history of
achievement, share a common goal: reimagining creativity for the 21st century by focusing
on the most provocative and inspiring explorations of the arts and their relation to culture,
society and individual life. 

uCi Claire trevor School of the arts
4000 Mesa Road
irvine, Ca 92617

box office: 949.824.2787
www.arts.uci.edu

Help Us Raise $1 Million In 2016-17! 
THE NEXT–LEVEL INITIATIVE

newly appointed dean Stephen barker, Ph.d. is moving the Claire trevor School of
the arts into the future! With the support of the trevor School’s dean’s arts Council, he
will focus on fundraising for the departments’ top initiatives in the 2016-17 academic
year. the next–level initiative is central to building on the School’s strengths and
moving the School forward as a leader in arts and technology. the main focuses will be
the next-gen Fabrication and exhibition Fund for art, donald McKayle dance Fund,
drama’s Clayton garrison Fund for Production, and Music’s Steinway Piano initiative.
these projects will provide laser focus on maintaining the excellence of CtSa’s
traditional arts and its development of a brilliant future, through which the trevor School
will continue to contribute to uCi’s ascent. be a part of this growing crusade. to contact
our director of development, please call 949.824.8750.

Evita, presented at the Irvine Barclay Theatre, boasted an all undergraduate cast of
students from across all performing arts disciplines.

Maribelle Martinez and Nick Manfredi starred in UCI Drama’s production of Boeing-Boeing at
the Little Theatre.

The Arts Plaza, the heart of the Trevor School, is home to the Box
Office and tranquil water table designed by Maya Lin.

Photo by Paul KennedyPhoto by Paul Kennedy

Photo by Will nagel
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Since it opened in the fall of 1990, Irvine
Barclay Theatre has been a valued member of
the arts community here in Orange County.
While some things stay the same, there are a
lot of new things happening at the Barclay.

Under the leadership of Jerry Mandel, the
Barclay’s president, and Ken Rohl, the
chairman of the board, Irvine Barclay Theatre is
developing a different model for doing business
and working with the Orange County
community. To that end, the board has already
recruited five new members from the OC
community this past spring, with several more
new members slated to come on board in the
fall.

Jerry Mandel commented, “These are exciting
times at the Barclay. There are many changes underway, and a number of new
program initiatives are already creating a new energy among our patrons, and
stirring interest among people that haven’t attended Irvine Barclay Theatre before.
The Barclay is moving forward to have a stronger presence in Irvine and the
surrounding Orange County communities.”

Ken Rohl added, “The Board and the staff at the Barclay
are developing several initiatives to increase the theatre’s
impact in Orange County by building partnerships with
area businesses and community organizations. We are
focusing on deepening relationships with companies and
individuals who are interested in making Orange County
an even better place to live.”

Many people are unaware that Irvine Barclay Theatre’s 750-seat auditorium is
available for rental to both nonprofit and corporate entities. Part of the Barclay’s
new business model includes expanding the use of the theatre for corporate
meetings and special events, as well as becoming a central resource for the
community.

The new programming initiatives include Jazz at the Barclay, a series kicked off by
13-year-old jazz phenom Joey Alexander and his trio; and the Great American
Songbook Series headlined by Orange County’s own Broadway and television
star, Matthew Morrison. The Barclay’s signature International Contemporary

Everything Old Is New Again!
Dance Series continues, featuring four
companies with international flair including
tap virtuoso Savion Glover.

The Barclay will continue its tradition of
programming in world music, flamenco and
Hawaiian music. Our popular screenings of
London theatre productions return, as well as
some special events in the coming season.

In addition, the Barclay is renewing its
commitment to family programming, and
beginning an expansion of its ArtsReach
initiative that takes artists performing on our
stage into classrooms and community
outreach programs.

In developing its ArtsReach programming, the
Barclay strives to create eclectic and intimate experiences that will instill strong,
lasting impressions – stressing hands-on interaction with professional artists and
providing access to meaningful main-stage performances. These diverse artists
provide creative and positive role models, encouraging the development of an

open-minded and culturally tolerant appreciation of the
performing arts and, in turn, of one another.

In the coming season, ArtsReach will give middle school
students an up-close-and-personal opportunity to interact
with two-time Grammy nominee Joey Alexander – who is
their same age. More than 1,300 elementary students will
be introduced to jazz by some of New York City’s finest

jazz musicians, and aspiring dancers will participate in master classes taught by
our featured dance companies. These encounters provide students with
interactive educational experiences and give them valuable insights into the world.

Irvine Barclay Theatre is proud to partner with organizations like the National
Endowment for the Arts, The Allergan Foundation, the Pacific Life Foundation,
WESTAF, and hundreds of individual donors in providing this gift to many
thousands of young people in Orange County this season and in the years ahead.

Call the Barclay box office at 949.854.4646 to receive a free copy of our new
Patron Guide for the 2016-17 season. To find out how you or your company can
become involved, call 949.854.4186 or visit our website at www.thebarclay.org.
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Clayes Performing Arts Center in the College of the Arts at California State
University, Fullerton is ranked #1 by Best Value Schools for its enduring
commitment to arts education, as well as providing exceptional arts programming
to the public. The College of the Arts is home to more than 2,400 graduate and
undergraduate students in the School of Music and the
departments of Art and Theatre & Dance. It is a
destination of choice for students seeking the highest
quality training in the visual and performing arts in an
environment that encourages individual achievement
and artistic expression.

The College of the Arts is a major cultural resource for both the university and the
larger community. At its centerpiece is the 109,000-square-foot Clayes Performing
Arts Center, an impressive complex that provides state-of-the-art facilities for
performance and instruction. The center is home to five venues: the Dale and
Millie Hallberg Theatre (150 seats), Recital Hall (200 seats), James D. Young and
Little Theatres (250 seats), and the Vaughncille Joseph Meng Concert Hall (800
seats).

Each year, the College presents more than 400 theatre and dance productions,
music performances and recitals, art exhibitions, and other special events.

2016 marks the 10th anniversary of Clayes Performing Arts Center. Earlier this
year, the Orange County Register’s Angie Marcos interviewed Dean Emeritus,
Joseph Arnold, and Dean of the College of the Arts, Dale Merrill, about the impact
the center has had on the campus and community.

During its planning phase, CSUF officials were wary of building a 1,200-seat

The Clayes Performing Arts Center Celebrates Its 10th Anniversary
center that, despite being located on-campus, would not be used by students.
“Instead of building a multipurpose hall that…doesn’t really serve the community
or the curriculum, they built three really distinct theaters and support space. That
support space is very important,” said Merrill. Some of these spaces include

recording studios, costume and scene shops, dance
studios, and a make-up studio.

“The Clayes Performing Arts Center is a facility that is
totally student-focused,” said Arnold. “It is used by the
students – they rehearse in it, they perform in it – and it is
completely tied to the educational mission of the College

of the Arts,” he said. “And that makes it rather unique.” Merrill adds, “This facility is
[also] unique in that it was designed for the curriculum of our college – we are very
fortunate because of that. It’s a beautiful marriage between the facility and the
curriculum.”

Meng Concert Hall is a big draw for prospective students. Most of the School of
Music’s student ensembles perform in the space, as do guest artists. However,
the focus of Clayes Performing Arts Center remains on the students, a concept
built into the center from its inception, which sets it apart from other universities. 

The College of the Arts will commemorate the center’s 10-year anniversary in the
fall with a showcase of student performances and guest artists. Mark your
calendars for Sunday, November 6, 2016 at 2 p.m. for the Clayes Performing Arts
Center Anniversary Celebration!

For more information, contact Julie Bussell, Director, Marketing & Patron Services,
College of the Arts at jbussell@fullerton.edu.
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The Festival of Arts, a nonprofit 501(c)(3),
has always been a local leader that has
helped with the growth and development of
the community and the arts in Laguna Beach.
Established in 1932, the Festival of Arts’
mission is to promote, produce and sponsor
events and activities that encourage the
appreciation, study and performance of the
arts. For every summer for more than 80
years, the Festival of Arts has produced two
world-class events: The Festival of Arts Fine
Art Show and the Pageant of the Masters. Together, both shows attract more than
250,000 visitors to Laguna Beach.

Festival of Arts
July 5 – August 31, 2016
As one of the nation’s oldest and most highly acclaimed juried fine art shows,
the Festival of Arts features the artwork of 140 award-winning artists, all

Festival of Arts of Laguna Beach
available for purchase. From early July through the end of August, patrons may
also enjoy art demonstrations and art workshops, daily art tours, live music,
special events, on-site restaurants and much more.

Pageant of the Masters
July 7 – August 31, 2016, “Partners”
The Pageant of the Masters is the Festival of Arts’ crowning jewel and arguably
one of the most unique productions in the entire world. Watch real people be
magically transformed into life-sized re-creations of famous works of arts. A live
narrator guides you through the story of each living picture accompanied by the
music of a professional orchestra. With an expert staff and hundreds of dedicated
volunteers, the Pageant of the Masters has won recognition as the best
presentation of its kind. Shows are nightly during the Festival of Arts summer
schedule.

650 Laguna Canyon Road
800.487.3378

www.LagunaFestivalofArts.org
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As I take a moment to reflect back, I can confidently say that I
wouldn’t be where I am today if it weren’t for the Orange County
School of the Arts (OCSA). With so many arts programs being
cut from schools, OCSA’s tuition-free arts and academic
programs are important now, more than ever. Not too long ago, I
was a student dreaming of performing on Broadway, and I
remember how meaningful it was to have the opportunity to
learn with other aspiring artists in a creative and challenging
school environment. Simply knowing that someone believed in
my potential – being surrounded by an encouraging support
system – truly made the world of difference. I’m getting ahead of
myself…let me take you back to the beginning of the story.

I attended OCSA in its earliest days, when it was an after-school
arts program on the campus of Los Alamitos High School. I
performed in school musicals under the direction of OCSA’s
founder and executive director, Dr. Ralph Opacic. By the time I
was a sophomore, I came to a crossroads where I had to
choose between arts or sports. For those who know me now, it may seem like an
easy choice, but I’d been playing soccer since I was four, and the decision was
very difficult for me. Dr. Opacic took me aside and encouraged me to pursue the
arts. He recognized a potential in me for something great and inspired me to
believe in myself. With his support and encouragement, I chose to follow my
dreams and pursue the arts.

30 Years of Pure Imagination
by Matthew Morrison, Orange County School of the Arts Alum, Class of 1997

Since my days as a student, I have been so fortunate to have
had the opportunity to perform on Broadway, the big screen and
on television. One of my fondest memories is playing the role of
Will Schuester on the hit TV show GLEE, which portrays the
story of an innovative high school teacher determined to
revitalize his students’ belief in themselves, as well as an
appreciation for each other through the arts. Can you guess
where I found the inspiration for that character? Will’s story is
essentially the account of Dr. Opacic and his mission to provide
talented, young student artists with a safe environment to
pursue their dreams.

It is truly remarkable that the small after-school arts program I
once attended has transformed into one of the country’s premier
arts schools and is now celebrating its 30th anniversary this year.
I am both humbled and excited to return to my alma mater to help
kick off its 30th season by performing alongside OCSA’s talented
student artists at the school’s Season Premiere Concert. This

special event will take place under the stars on the private beach of the Balboa
Bay Resort in Newport Beach on September 17. I hope you will join us as we
celebrate 30 years of pure imagination!

Tickets for OCSA’s Season Premiere Concert can be purchased at
www.ocsarts.net/seasonpremiere.

Matthew Morrison
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South Coast Conservatory is the most
prestigious and largest privately owned dance
school in Orange County, and home of Southern
California’s renowned Dance Discovery
Foundation.

The Dance Discovery Foundation is South Coast
Conservatory’s Performing Arts Council and is a
community-member-driven organization with the
sole focus to provide, preserve, present and
sustain the arts while enhancing the quality of life
for Orange County residents and the surrounding
communities. Together, DDF and SCC are
committed to providing performing arts education
with an emphasis on both access and
excellence. Through training in the studio to
community outreach partnerships with OC GRIP,
OC school districts, and OC hospitals; DDF and
SCC are creating lifelong ways to support our
children and their success in the arts.

Voted as Orange County’s Best Dance School
Owned and directed by Jena Minnick-Bull – the 2016 award winner of the
“Woman to Watch” Award from the Connected Women of Influence – South Coast
Conservatory, formerly MV Dance & Performing Arts has been serving Orange
County for 25 years. Offering professional dance instruction to students ages 2 –
adult, from beginning to professional level. With more than 1,100 actively enrolled
students, it offers a wide range of classes and programs, including training in
ballet, musical theater, tumbling, hip hop, tap, jazz, lyrical, contemporary, adult

Celebrating 25 Years of Performing Arts Excellence!
and Pro-Am Master Classes. South Coast Conservatory also hosts and facilitates
the South Coast Ballet Theatre; the Rising Stars Special Needs Program; and
dance companies, Compass Dance, NXT LVL and Our Cru. Faculty includes
working dancers, choreographers and professors from some of the most
prestigious universities in the area. They have trained dancers you see on So You
Think You Can Dance, various television shows and movies, as well as hundreds
of competitive winners at Spotlight, Move, StarSystems, Nuvo, Velocity, Youth
America Grand Prix and many more. Two locations total 11 large dance rooms;
140-seat theatre; and an on-site dance retail store, Dance Supplies Unlimited.
SCC is able to provide the highest quality of training with outstanding instruction
that caters to the needs of each individual student.

LOCATIONS
Laguna Niguel: 27652 Camino Capistrano, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
San Clemente: 400-C Camino De Estrella, San Clemente, CA 92672

Phone: 949.367.0099
Fax: 949.367.0020

Find out more information at www.dancediscoveryfoundation.org
or www.scconservatory.com.

Jena Minnick-Bull
The 2016 “Woman to Watch”

Award Winner & Orange County
Business Journal 2016 Women In

Business Award Nominee

OCArts-Guide_Layout 1  7/21/16  4:38 PM  Page 62


