
The Biden Administration has recently revived the entrepreneur parole program as a part
of its efforts to expand immigration options for promising foreign entrepreneurs. This
announcement is welcome news for foreign entrepreneurs with startup businesses in the
US who do not otherwise qualify for nonimmigrant work visa categories.
To qualify, foreign entrepreneurs must demonstrate several criteria, including:
1. The applicant must have established a US startup business within 5 years before the
application for parole;
2. The applicant must hold an ownership interest in the startup of at least 10%, play an
active and central role within the business, and cannot merely serve as an investor; and
3. The startup must have received a capital investment of at least $250,000 from qualified
US investors or at least $100,000 in grants or awards from qualifying US government
entities.
Foreign entrepreneurs who only partially satisfy the funding criteria have the opportunity
to provide additional compelling evidence of the startup’s substantial potential for rapid
growth and job creation. No more than three foreign entrepreneurs may be granted parole
per startup entity.
While the entrepreneur parole program does provide some benefits to foreign
entrepreneurs, it is important to highlight its limitations. The program does not provide
immigration status to approved applicants. Rather the qualifying entrepreneur will receive
“parole” – a discretionary and temporary permission to enter and remain in the US for 5
years. This parole admission does not constitute a formal immigration
status. As a result, approved foreign national applicants will not have
a direct pathway to obtaining permanent residence in the US through
the entrepreneur parole program. If the foreign entrepreneur is
interested in obtaining permanent residence, they may consider
another nonimmigrant visa category or obtaining sponsorship for an
employment-based green card category.
Sarah Hall is an Associate at Fragomen’s Irvine office, where she
focuses on assisting clients with immigrant visa petitions and
permanent residency applications. Sarah can be contacted at
shall@fragomen.com
Mitch Wexler is the Managing Partner of Fragomen’s Irvine, Los
Angeles, and San Diego offices. Fragomen, with 57 offices and 6,000
employees worldwide, is the leading business immigration law firm in
the world. Mitch can be contacted at mwexler@fragomen.com
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